go	THREE YEARS OF CALM BEFORE THE STORM
have to drink to her, if you win she has to drink to you. The girls
at this famous tea-house are much more lively than most of them
and full of fun. Meanwhile your neighbours are continually pro-
posing toasts, as well as the visitors who slip along the floor to drink
every other guest's health in turn, and then you return their visits.
So, all in all, a good deal of sake is consumed during the evening,
although the sake cups are very tiny and thus a mere thimbleful is
taken at a time. It made me enjoy the evening thoroughly, and
there are no uncomfortable effects whatever in the morning—if
you don't put whisky on top of it, as most of the Japanese do ; the
Japanese food is wholesome and easily digestible, which probably
helps, and the vapours of the hot sake wear off very quickly. It
certainly helps to make a gay and highly amusing party that was
convivial but never obstreperous, intimate yet always dignified,
formal, and restrained.
Between the courses there were Japanese music and fan dancing,
and later, when we arose after almost three hours on the floor and
got our cramped leg muscles straightened out, a gramophone was
turned on and the geishas proved themselves as good at Western
dances as they are at their own. Admiral Takahashi, who sat next
me, observed that if international conferences could take place in
such an atmosphere there would never be the slightest difficulty in
reaching agreements. I concurred.
ROMANCE IN THE EMBASSY
.By the time that this mail reaches the family, Elsie's good news
will be no longer a secret to them, although it must be kept con-
fidential until announced sometime in August. On June 30 she
became engaged to Cecil Lyon. He had been here hardly a month,
and when he came to me to ask my permission to marry Elsie I
remarked that he was a quick worker ; he replied, " Can you blame
me ? "—to which, of course, there was nothing more to be said. We
are all very happy about it; he's a fine, upstanding young man,
twenty-nine years old, and in height at least he measures up to the
standard set by our other sons-in-law. I will let Elsie deal with his
other qualifications. Apart from our eminent approval of her
choice from the point of view of character and personality, I am
naturally glad that she is marrying into the service ; to have given
three daughters to the service must, I should think, constitute a
record. That thought goes far to compensate for the sad prospect
of losing her from our midst, where she has brought nothing but
gaiety, music, and sunshine. Now she is at least bringing another
son of whom Alice and I are going to be very fond indeed. They
plan to be married on our own twenty-eighth wedding anniversary,
October 7.

